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A Strange Way to Grow

Guiding Thoughts

All people are looking to find happiness, identity, security and meaning in life. Where do people
seek to find these things? How do those who follow Christ differ from others in this?
WELCOME

Hymn: 744 Amazing Grace
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1A - maz - ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has  prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - ¥ dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was  lost  but
Word my  hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal life shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We've no less days to
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now am found, Was blind but now I seel!
por - tion be As long as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace will  lead me home.
then pre - val In heav - en’s joy and peace.

sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Tune and text: Public domain



Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the mountains.
Where does my help come from?
MY HELP COMES FROM THE LORD,
THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.

He will not let your foot stumble.
HE WHO WATCHES OVER YOU WILL NOT SLUMBER.

Yes, he who watches over Israel will not slumber.
HE WILL NOT SLEEP.

The Lord watches over you.

The Lord is your shade at your right hand.
THE SUN WILL NOT STRIKE YOU BY DAY,
NOR THE MOON BY NIGHT.

The Lord will watch to keep you from all harm.
HE WILL WATCH OVER YOUR LIFE.

The Lord will watch over your going and your coming
FROM NOW TO ETERNITY.
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE
HOLY SPIRIT; AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW
AND WILL BE FOREVER. AMEN.

First Reading: Exodus 24:3-11

Moses came and reported to the people all the words of the Lord and all the ordinances. Then
all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words which the Lord has spoken we
will do.” *Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord.

He got up early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain. He set up twelve
memorial stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. ® He sent young Israelite men, who offered whole
burnt offerings and sacrificed fellowship offerings of cattle to the Lord. ® Moses took half of the
blood and put it in bowls, and he splashed half of the blood on the altar. ' He took the Book of
the Covenant and read it out loud to the people and they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we
will do. We will obey.”

8 Moses took the blood and splashed it on the people. He said, “Look, here is the blood of the
covenant, which the Lord made with you by means of all these words.”

®Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up. *° They saw
the God of Israel. Under his feet they saw what looked like a pavement of sapphire as clear as
the sky. ** The Lord did not lay his hand on the dignitaries of the people of Israel. They gazed at
God, and they ate and drank.

Gospel Reading: John 12:20-26

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Festival. * They
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we want to see
Jesus.” % Philip went to tell Andrew. Andrew came with Philip and told Jesus.

2 Jesus answered them, “The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Amen,
Amen, | tell you: Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it continues to be one
kernel. But if it dies, it produces much grain. * Anyone who loves his life destroys it. And the
one who hates his life in this world will hold on to it for eternal life. % If anyone serves me, let


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+24%3A3-11&version=EHV#fen-EHV-2188a

him follow me. And where | am, there my servant will be also. If anyone serves me, the Father
will honor him.

627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior (verses 1-6)
)

[ rm— — ; T — f — I
I [ - I — F—'l—P—'
.m*"_'—P_'—-’\J T ] —
1 Je - sus Christ, our bless -ed Sav - ior, Turned a - way God’s
2 As His pledge of love un - dy - ing, He, this pre - cious
3Je - sus here Him -self 1is  shar - ing; Heed then how you
4 Praise the Fa - ther, who from heav - en To His own this
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wrath for - ev - er By His  bit - ter grief and woe
food sup - ply - ing, Gives His bod - y  with the bread,
are pre - par - ing, For if you do not be - lieve,
food has giv - en, Who, to mend what we have done,
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He saved us  from the e - il foe,
And with  the wine the  blood He shed.
His judg - ment then you shall e - ceive
Gave in - to death His on - ly Son.

5  Firmly hold with faith unshaken
That this food is to be taken
By the sick who are distressed,
By hearts that long for peace and rest.

6  Agony and bitter labor
Were the cost of God'’s high favor;
Do not come if you suppose
You need not Him who died and rose.

SERMON & Missionary Video

PRAYERS
In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let

us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®
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For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who
travel, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

®

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

®

Collect of the Day
Collect for the Word

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning.
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Morning Prayer

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You. For into Your hands | commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have
no power over me.

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and
The Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN



421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing

)

! I ! o m—— I o
{n—= e s, e =
Q) I ! I ! '
1 Je - sus, grant that balm and heal-ing In Your ho - ly
2 Should some lust or sharp temp - ta - tion Fas - ci - nate my
3 If the world my heart en - tic - es With the broad and
4 Ev - ’ry wound that pains or grieves me By Your wounds, Lord,
50 my God, my rock and tow - er, Grant that im  Your
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wounds I  find, Ev - ’ry hour that I am feel-ing Pains of
sin - ful mind, Draw me to Your cross and pas-sion, And new
eas - y road, With se - duc-tive, sin-ful vi - ces, Let me
is made whole; When I’'m faint, Your cross re - vives me, Grant - ing
death I  trust, Know-ing death has lost its pow - er Since You
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bod - y and of mind. Should some e - vil thought with - in
cour - age I shall find. Or should Sa - tan press me hard,
weigh the aw - ful load You were will-ing  to en - dure.
new life to my soul. Yes, Your com-fort ren - ders sweet
crushed it in the dust. Sav - ior, let Your ag - o - ny
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Tempt my treach-’rous heart to sin, Show the per - i, and from
Let me then be on my guard, Say - ing, “Christ for me was
Help me flee all thoughts im - pure And to mas - ter each temp-
Ev - ’ry bit - ter cup I meet; For Your all - a - ton - ing
Ev - er help and com - fort me; When I die be my pro-
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sin - ning Keep me from its first be - gin - ning.
wound -ed,” That the tempt - er flee con-found - ed.
ta - tion, Calm in prayer and med - 1 - ta -  tion.
pas - sion Has pro-cured my soul’s sal - va -  tion.
tec - tion, Light and Ilife and res - ur - rec - tion.

Text and tune: Public domain

OFFERINGS can be mailed to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 208 7" St., Carrollton, IL

62016.

-or- if you would like to arrange for direct deposit to Our Redeemer contact Pastor at
217-204-6576
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