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A Strange Way to Grow 
\ 

Guiding Thoughts  
 

All people are looking to find happiness, identity, security and meaning in life. Where do people 
seek to find these things? How do those who follow Christ differ from others in this? 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 

Hymn: 744 Amazing Grace 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



Psalm 121 
I lift up my eyes to the mountains. 
Where does my help come from? 

MY HELP COMES FROM THE LORD, 
THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. 
 

He will not let your foot stumble. 
HE WHO WATCHES OVER YOU WILL NOT SLUMBER. 
 

Yes, he who watches over Israel will not slumber. 
HE WILL NOT SLEEP. 
 

The Lord watches over you. 
The Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

THE SUN WILL NOT STRIKE YOU BY DAY, 
NOR THE MOON BY NIGHT. 
 

The Lord will watch to keep you from all harm. 
HE WILL WATCH OVER YOUR LIFE. 
 

The Lord will watch over your going and your coming  
FROM NOW TO ETERNITY.  
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE  
HOLY SPIRIT; AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW  
AND WILL BE FOREVER. AMEN. 
 
First Reading:  Exodus 24:3-11 
Moses came and reported to the people all the words of the Lord and all the ordinances. Then 
all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words which the Lord has spoken we 
will do.” 4 Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. 
He got up early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain. He set up twelve 
memorial stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 He sent young Israelite men, who offered whole 
burnt offerings and sacrificed fellowship offerings of cattle to the Lord. 6 Moses took half of the 
blood and put it in bowls, and he splashed half of the blood on the altar. 7 He took the Book of 
the Covenant and read it out loud to the people and they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we 
will do. We will obey.” 
8 Moses took the blood and splashed it on the people. He said, “Look, here is the blood of the 
covenant, which the Lord made with you by means of all these words.” 
9 Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up. 10 They saw 
the God of Israel. Under his feet they saw what looked like a pavement of sapphire[a] as clear as 
the sky. 11 The Lord did not lay his hand on the dignitaries of the people of Israel. They gazed at 
God, and they ate and drank. 
 
Gospel Reading:  John 12:20-26 

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Festival. 21 They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we want to see 
Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew. Andrew came with Philip and told Jesus. 

23 Jesus answered them, “The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Amen, 
Amen, I tell you: Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it continues to be one 
kernel. But if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 Anyone who loves his life destroys it. And the 
one who hates his life in this world will hold on to it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, let 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+24%3A3-11&version=EHV#fen-EHV-2188a


him follow me. And where I am, there my servant will be also. If anyone serves me, the Father 
will honor him. 

 

627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior  (verses 1-6) 

 

 

 
 
5 Firmly hold with faith unshaken 

That this food is to be taken 
By the sick who are distressed, 
By hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 
6 Agony and bitter labor 

Were the cost of God’s high favor; 
Do not come if you suppose 
You need not Him who died and rose. 

 
 

SERMON & Missionary Video 
 
 
 

PRAYERS  

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 



L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 
travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  
 

Collect of the Day 

Collect for the Word 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have 
no power over me. 

 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and  
 The Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

AMEN. 
 

CLOSING HYMN   



421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
OFFERINGS can be mailed to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 208 7th St., Carrollton, IL 
62016.   
-or- if you would like to arrange for direct deposit to Our Redeemer contact Pastor at  
217-204-6576 
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